Cell death in the nervous system.
Programmed cell death is an important process in many types of cell. In the central nervous system of vertebrates, up to 50% of neurons die during development. The fact that in many cases neuronal cell death depends on macromolecular synthesis suggests that there is a genetic program that must be activated for cell death to occur. In this review, general features of cell death are discussed; in addition, the role of putative death-associated genes is outlined. Finally, the influence of neurotrophic factors on cell death is described.